[Adolescent medicine: who cares for what?].
The expression of adolescence can be defined as a psychic maturation crisis. The purpose of this study was to better understand the specific institutional and health care needs this particular age group requires. The authors have analysed the nature of adolescent care within a pediatric ward, using data obtained from interview material. There was a growing awareness among the staff that feelings of rejection and alienation often jeopardize the delivery of optimal care to adolescents. This idea helped define the final formation of a unit designed for adolescents. The particular characteristics of such a practice are illustrated in the paper. In doing so, an effort was made to remain objective and to respect the ideas originated by the staff.